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CARC 
Membership Meeting 

Tuesday 26 July 2022 5:30 PM 
 

The July 2022 Meeting will be at 

Poor Richards Café Plano TX 

Ice Cream Social 

 

July General Meeting  

The July meeting is our Annual Ice Cream Social to be held 
at Poor Richard’s Cafe.  We’ll have a brief business meet-
ing prior to enjoying some good-ole Blue Bell! Bring a friend 
or family member who’s interested in ham radio or joining 
our club for some good Blue Bell and ham talk.  

Dennis Cobb, WA8ZBT, Contest Operating 

During Field Day other Collins stations were active.  Dennis 
worked W7CXX on 80, 40 and 20 CW and worked W0CXX 
on 80, 40, 20,1 5 CW and 75 meter phone.  

Home needed for Club Generators 

Got a little unused space in your garage or storage shed? 
The Club’s generators desperately need a home. They 
won’t take a lot of space. Below is a picture of the genera-
tors and fuel tank.  There is also a 50-foot power cord. 

 

 

 

 

FIELD DAY PICTURES  A BIG THANK YOU to all the 

CARC Ops who helped with the Garland ARC Field Day. 
The Collins ARC Team consisted of Gene Duprey, K1GD; 
Bill Fell, KK5PB; Robert Geraldon, N5REG; Jim Stafford, 
W5DTG; Milton Withers, AD5XD 

 

 

 

More Pictures on page 5 

Drive Home Net Changes—See Page 4  

http://www.n5cxx.us/
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CARC OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT  VICE-PRESIDENT 
Frank Krizan KR5N  Bill Swan K5MWC 

214-563-6679   972-529-3906  

kr5n@arrl.net 

 

 bill@swanshome.net  

     
SECRETARY  TREASURER 
Jim Brown AF5MA  Rohan Thomas KG5RCN 

972.495.2209  972.697.3512  

jhksbrown@verizon.net  Rohan7066@ya-

hoo.comC:\AppData\Roaming\

Microsoft\201401 Sig-

nals\dmmontgo@rockwellcol-

lins.com 

     
ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN  WEBSITE MANAGER 
Kerry Weeks K5WKS  Mike Hollingsworth W5QH 

214-478-3230   972.571.6060  

weeks.kerry@gmail.com 

 

 w5qh@arrl.net  

     
STATION TRUSTEE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bob Kirby K3NT  Jim Skinner WB0UNI 

319.360.0500   214.535.5264  

k3nt@arrl.net   wb0uni@arrl.net 
   
MEMBERSHIP  N5CXX CLUB STATION 

Bill Swan K5MWC  Phone Number/Mail Station 

972-529-3906   Unavailable until further notice 

bill@swanshome.net   

 

VE SESSIONS 

Collins Amateur Radio Club (CARC) Test sessions take 
place on fourth Tuesdays, immediately following the regular 
CARC monthly membership meeting (about 7:30 p.m.).  
The test sessions are held at Poor Richards Café Plano 
TX.  Walk-ins are welcome, but it's best to register with the 
lead examiner, Kerry Weeks, at weeks.kerry@gmail.com or 
by phone at (214) 478-3230.  

Dallas tests are held on the fourth Saturday of each month 
at 1000 hrs. 13350 Floyd Rd. (Old Credit Union) Contact 
Bob West, WA8YCD 972.917.6362 

Irving tests are held on the third Saturday of each month at 
0900. Fifth and Main St. Contact Bill Revis, KF5BL 252-
8015 

McKinney VE test sessions are held at the Heard Museum 
the first Sunday of the month. The address is 1 Nature 
Place, McKinney TX. The time of the testing is 1430, ending 
no later than 1645. Note: no tests given on holiday week-
ends. 

Garland testing is held on the fourth Thursday of each 
month, excluding November, and begins at 1930 sharp. Lo-
cation is Freeman Heights Baptist. Church, 1120 N Garland 
Ave, Garland (between W Walnut and Buckingham Rd). 
Enter via the north driveway.  A HUGE parking lot is located 
behind the church. Both the parking lot and the Fellowship 
Hall are located on the east side of the church building, with 
big signs by the entrance door. Contact Janet Crenshaw, 
WB9ZPH at 972.302.9992. 

Plano testing is on the third Saturday of each month, 1300 
hrs at Williams High School, 1717 17th St. East Plano. 
Check Repeater 147.180+ for announcements. 

Richardson The Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) VE 
team hold license testing on the third Thursday of each 
month at St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church, 1220 West 
Beltline Rd.  Testing begins at 1900 hrs in room 12.  Enter 
through the Northern most door on the east side of the 
church building.  For further information contact Don Klick 
KG5CK. 972.464.2889 or E-mail rwkhamtest@gmail.com. 

S I G N A L S  is the monthly newsletter of the Collins Am-
ateur Radio Club, published by and for its members.  The 

entire contents of this newsletter are copyright © 2021 by 
the Collins Amateur Radio Club.  Permission is hereby 
granted to any not-for-profit amateur radio publication to re-
print any portion of this newsletter provided both the author 
and Collins Amateur Radio Club are credited. 

The Prez Sez 

 with KR5N 

I underwent eye surgery in March of this 
year and I thought that things were im-
proving as time went on, but in the past three weeks my 
eyesight has taken a turn for the worse. I hope you’ll bear 
with me as I and my doctors try to figure out what’s going 
on. Several Club officers have stepped up and taken a ma-
jor load off my responsibilities, and I sincerely appreciate 
their help. 

Our Club needs a few dedicated members to step up and 
fill the shoes of Club officers for 2023. In order to focus on 
my health and our relocation back to Garland, I have noti-
fied the Board that I will not run for any elected office in the 
coming year. 

The Board of Directors are examining their own situations 
to determine if they will continue on the Board in 2023 and 
are looking for prospective nominees for various positions.  
Officers must be Full Voting Members. The jobs aren’t 
tough, and in the remaining months of this year the Board 
plans to simplify and streamline the organization and con-
duct of Board and Membership meetings. 

PLEASE consider stepping up and running for a slot on the 
Board: President, Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer.  
A fifth position on the Board is Immediate Past President, 
which I will fill unless my health prevents it. In that case, the 
Board will recommend to the Membership a replacement to 
serve for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

Field Day, from all accounts, was a lot of fun. I wish to ex-
press a BIG THANK YOU to our members who volunteered 
as operators and for setup and teardown. The Garland ARC 
is putting together the Field Day Summary and Report and, 
as of this writing, I haven’t heard the final tally of scores and 
Bonus Points. Based on the logs of our dedicated station, 
we contributed well over 1000 points. 

The Collins ARC Team consisted of: 

Gene Duprey, K1GD 

Bill Fell, KK5PB 

mailto:kr5n@arrl.net
file:///C:/Users/James%20Skinner/Documents/CARC/SignalsArchives/201909%20Signals/bill@swanshome.net
mailto:jhksbrown@verizon.net.
file:///C:/Users/James%20Skinner/Documents/RCARC/SignalsArchives/201803%20Signals/Rohan7066@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/James%20Skinner/Documents/RCARC/SignalsArchives/201803%20Signals/Rohan7066@yahoo.com
file:///C:/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/201401%20Signals/dmmontgo@rockwellcollins.com
file:///C:/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/201401%20Signals/dmmontgo@rockwellcollins.com
file:///C:/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/201401%20Signals/dmmontgo@rockwellcollins.com
file:///C:/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/201401%20Signals/dmmontgo@rockwellcollins.com
mailto:kr1zan@arrl.net
mailto:w5qh@arrl.net
mailto:k3nt@arrl.net
file:///C:/Downloads/JHB/AppData/Local/Documents%20and%20Settings/James%20Skinner/Briefcase/RCARC/SignalsArchives/201010%20Signals/wb0uni@arrl.net
file:///C:/Users/James%20Skinner/Documents/CARC/SignalsArchives/201909%20Signals/bill@swanshome.net
file:///C:/Users/James%20Skinner/Documents/CARC/SignalsArchives/201905%20Signals/weeks.kerry@gmail.com
mailto:rwkhamtest@gmail.com
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Robert Geraldon, N5REG 

Jim Stafford, W5DTG 

Milton Withers, AD5XD 

We had a couple of others who signed up to operate, but 
weren’t able to come out due to illness or other problems.  
Bill Fell and Milton Withers worked on prepping the CARC 
HF go-kit, and Bill was the key player in setting it up and 
tearing it down. 

The discussion at the June CARC meeting on the good and 
bad points of Field Day indicated that, all-in-all, the joint FD 
with the Garland club was a success. The heat was the ma-
jor problem. It will be up to the next Board to decide on 
CARC’s involvement in Field Day in 2023. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR THE AUGUST 
MEETING: The August Membership Meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, August 29th (the fifth Tuesday) in order to ac-
commodate our speaker, Tim Duffy, K3LR, CEO of DX En-
gineering, who will speak on “Grounding and Bonding.”  
The meeting will be at our regular location - Poor Richard’s 
Cafe in Plano. 

Our Tuesday Drive Home Nets have been temporarily 
moved to the Garland ARC 70cm repeater on 442.7 MHz, 
+5MHz, PL=110.9 Hz, until the problems with the CARC 
repeater are fixed.  Join us at 5:30pm for a fast paced, an-
ything goes Net. 

We’re looking at easier methods of communicating with and 
among our members and prospective hams and members.  
The Board will be presenting a motion to the Membership 
at the July meeting to open up our groups.io discussion fo-
rum to the public, of course with appropriate moderation.  
Our discussion group has been limited to Members Only, 
but only a handful of our members have joined in.   

All clubs in the DFW area have “open forums” (with moder-
ation), and, approval of our motion will allow prospective 
members and others interested in ham radio discussion to 
easily join in. It will also allow our members to post ques-
tions and offer items for buy, trade or sale more easily with-
out having to wait for the monthly newsletter or asking 
someone to send out a bulk message. We’re trying to make 
life a bit simpler for all concerned. 

If you have an opinion on this matter, please attend the July 
meeting. And, while I’m on the subject of the July meeting, 
let me remind you that it’s our Annual Ice Cream Social to 
be held at Poor Richard’s Cafe. Bring a friend or family 
member who’s interested in ham radio or joining our club 
for some good Blue Bell and ham talk. 

There’s also a VE Test Session held right after the meeting.  
Reservations are required to the VE Liaison, Kerry Weeks, 
K5WKS. Kerry’s contact info is available on the Club’s web-
site, n5cxx.us 

73 de Frank KR5N 

 

Vice President/Membership Chairman 
Report 

Membership Chairman Report – No new members were 
added during the last reporting period. 

Current Membership - 56 

Full Members – 40 (Includes Life and Retiree Members) 

Associate Members - 16 

Updated Membership status - Continuing membership is 
important to the CARC. Through the skills and experiences 
of all of our members, our club provides fellowship, educa-
tion and service opportunities. If you have questions about 
your membership status or other membership related ques-
tions, please contact me. Thank you to all of our members 
for their support and contributions to the CARC. 

73s, 

Bill K5MWC 

Secretary’s Report  

28 June 2022 

Vice President Bill Swan K5MWC called the meeting to or-
der at 1730 in the absence of President Frank Krizan 
KR5N. The meeting was in-person at our meeting site at 
Poor Richard’s Café in Plano. Zoom access was also pro-
vided for those not able to meet in person. 

The following were present at the meeting site: 

Jim Brown   AF5MA 

Gene Duprey  K1GD 

Bill Fell   KK5PB 

John McFadden  K5TIP 

Jim Skinner  WB0UNI 

Jim Stafford  W5DTG 

Bill Swan   K5MWC  

Kerry Weeks  K5WKS 

Mark Wells   K9MDI 

Milt Withers  AD5XD 

The following logged in via Zoom: 

Bob Chandler  KI5KRN 

Officer and Committee Reports 

The Vice President’s and Secretary’s reports were pub-
lished in the June 2022 CARC Newsletter, and no clarifica-
tions or updates were offered at the meeting. Bill Swan pre-
sented the Treasurer’s Report in the absence of Treasurer 
Rohan Thomas KG5RCN. 

Old Business 

There was no old business. 



SIGNALS                                                                                                           October 2003 

 4 

New Business 

There was no new business. 

Announcements 

All members present were recognized and invited to offer 
status updates as appropriate. 

Bill Swan announced the annual Ice Cream Social sched-
uled for the July 26th meeting. 

Bill Fell KK5PB presented Club statistics for the recent 
ARRL Field Day activity. These statistics will be included 
separately in the CARC newsletter. 

Field Day Discussion 

In lieu of a formal program, Bill Swan led a general discus-
sion of Field Day activities from the previous weekend. A 
total of eight Field Day participants were in attendance. 

The event was a joint operation with the Garland Amateur 
Radio Club held at the Hella Shrine Temple at 2121 Rowlett 
Road in Garland. Impressions of all were generally favora-
ble, and all encouraged participation next year, either jointly 
with the Garland ARC or independently. Specific concerns 
and suggestions for improvement were noted during the 
lengthy discussion, and these inputs will be summarized in 
a report to the CARC Board of Directors. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1846. 

Drive Home Net Changes 

The CARC 70cm repeater is simply not working and does 
not allow the Drive Home Net to be conducted. The Gar-
land Amateur Radio Club is graciously allowing use of its 
70cm repeater until the CARC is repaired. The repeater 
frequency is 442.700 MHz, plus 5 MHz, PL 110.9. 

Minutes of CARC Board of Directors Meeting 

12 July 2022 

President Frank Krizan KR5N called the meeting to order 
on-line via Zoom at 1901. 

The following logged into the meeting: 

Jim Brown  AF5MA 

Bob Chandler KI5KRN (Non-voting participant) 

Bill Fell  KK5PB (Non-voting participant)  

Frank Krizan KR5N 

Bill Swan  K5MWC  

Kerry Weeks K5WKS 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 

Directors and other members present participated in a pre-
meeting workshop beginning at 1901 to discuss a range of 
topics and to develop motions as needed for action by the 
Board at the formal meeting summarized below. 

Topics covered in the workshop included the following: 

• Review of Field Day activities and notes from the dis-
cussion of the event at the last General Meeting. 

• Election of CARC officers for 2023. All were encour-
aged to start the process well in advance of the Novem-
ber 2022 election to ensure that all interested and qual-
ified candidates are identified. It was generally agreed 
that we need to widen the pool of candidates this year.  

• Detailed coordination for the Ice Cream Social sched-
uled for the July 26th meeting. Volunteers were identi-
fied to cover all required elements. 

• Test and repair of the CARC repeater equipment. Bill 
Swan K5MWC volunteered to contact others with 
knowledge and/or access to the equipment to test and 
determine what the source of the problem is. If neces-
sary, an approach to retrieving the repeater and du-
plexer from the roof of the Collins facility would be 
made. Kerry Weeks K5WKS agreed to pick up the un-
installed equipment and arrange for testing and repair 
as needed. If the equipment proves to be fully func-
tional an additional effort will be needed to inspect and 
repair or replace cabling and/or connectors remaining 
on the roof. 

• Future of the CARC radio room within the Collins facil-
ity. The Board discussed the need for re-installing Club-
owned equipment in the new location and the signifi-
cant costs involving in doing so. All were concerned 
that a functioning radio room within the Collins facility 
would see very little use by members. It was agreed 
that this would be a topic for discussion by all members 
at a future club meeting. 

• Frank Krizan KR5N proposed that the Groups.io plat-
form used for Club communications be opened up to 
the general public with Club moderation. There was 
general agreement, and a motion was prepared to be 
addressed at the formal meeting as noted under Board 
Actions. 

Board Actions 

The formal Board meeting was declared at 2014. 

It was moved by Kerry Weeks and seconded by Bill Swan 
that the Board recommend public access to the Groups.io 
platform. The text of the motion was as follows: 

“It is moved that the CARC Board of Directors recom-
mend to the General Membership that the Club’s 
Groups.io platform be opened to the public with mod-
eration.” 

The motion passed unanimously. The recommendation will 
be presented to Membership at a future meeting. 

Adjournment 

Moved at 2016 by Kerry Weeks and seconded by Bill Swan. 

CARC Community Service Activities 

Siren Testing  Dennis Cobb WA8ZBTand Jim Skinner 
WB0UNI participate in the Richardson emergency siren 
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testing. The July test was conducted on 6 July. Almost all 
sirens operated as designed. The sirens are monitored by 
amateur radio operators and reports made using the Rich-
ardson Wireless Klub (RWK) repeater at 147.120 MHz. Si-
ren testing occasionally uses the University of Texas at Dal-
las (UTD) repeater at 145.430 MHz, which is designated as 
the backup repeater. Garland conducted their siren test 
also on Wednesday, July 6, 2022.  John Galvin, N5TIM, 
was volunteer coordinator and Net Control.  Also, helping 
from CARC were: Bob Jones, W5BJ; and, Jim Stafford, 
W5DTG. Garland Siren Test communications are held on 
the Garland ARC 146.66 MHz repeater. 

Crime Watch Patrol  Jim Skinner WB0UNI participates in 
Richardson Duck Creek Crime Watch Patrol (CWP). CWP 
members, after successful completion of Richardson Police 
Department training, patrol their neighborhoods and report 
all suspicious activities to the police department. 
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Why Are Some Automakers Ditching AM Ra-
dio? 

Here's what we know 

BY ELLE KEHRES ⋅ 

PUBLISHED: JULY 14, 2022 ⋅ UPDATED: JULY 19, 2022 

While Electric Vehicles (EVs) can serve as a tool to help 
curb our fossil fuel dependency, they also pose a surpris-
ingly large threat to the radio industry — more specifically 
AM radio. Some EV automakers are dropping AM alto-
gether due to audio quality concerns, but that’s just one 
piece of the puzzle as radio continues to fight for space on 
the dash. 

“As carmakers increase electric vehicle offerings through-
out their lineups, the availability of AM radio to consumers 
is declining,” said Pooja Nair, communications systems en-
gineer with Xperi Corp., in a Radio World guest commen-
tary. “This is because the effects of electromagnetic inter-
ference are more pronounced in EVs than in vehicles with 
internal-combustion engines.” 

In other words, electromagnetic frequencies generated by 
EV motors occupy the same wavelength as AM radio sig-
nals. The competing signals clash, effectively cancelling 
each other out. As EV motors grow more powerful, AM 
static tends to increase. 

Generally speaking, this is causing more and more EV au-
tomakers to box out AM radio. As James Gilboy of The 
Drive mentions in a recent article, EVs from Audi, BMW, 
Porsche, Tesla and Volvo are already sold without AM ra-
dios, and it’s been that way for years. 

According to Gilboy, BMW and Volvo said they left AM radio 
in the dust due to audio quality problems rooted in electro-
magnetic interference — as previously mentioned — of 
which EVs’ drivetrains produce a significant amount. He 
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said cars’ engines and other complex electronics have al-
ways made EM interference, but “low-wattage static is rel-
atively easy to shield against.” 

 

2022 BMW i4 infotainment system (photo via BMW) 

Although, not all automakers have ditched the service. 
Ford, General Motors and Stellantis have produced or cur-
rently make EVs that include AM radio, even on flagship 
models said Gilboy. That goes for everything from the Ford 
F-150 Lightning and Mustang Mach-E to the Chevy Bolt 
EUV and GMC Hummer, among others. 

In Europe, the switch to EVs, and the subsequent edging 
out of AM radio, is even more prominent. This summer, the 
European Union’s 27 member nations agreed on laws that 
would end the sale of new combustion-engine cars by 
2035. The measure is intended to help achieve the conti-
nent’s climate objectives, in particular carbon neutrality, by 
2050. 

In 2015, Radio Info reported that AM stations were shutting 
down en masse from France to the Netherlands and Rus-

sia. The band has largely been superseded by the DAB for-
mat. According to recent figures released by WorldDAB, 
95% of new cars sold in key European markets were 
equipped with DAB+ receivers as standard in 2021. 

 

BMW iX (photo via BMW) 

Looking at this issue with a wider scope, AM/FM listening 
on average is slowly trending down, according to Jacobs 
Media’s annual TechSurvey findings. The percent of people 
who listen to AM/FM radio on any kind of device for one 
hour or more each weekday stands at 86% in the 2022 sur-
vey. That’s a dip from 88% in 2021 and 90% in 2020. 

Coming back to Pooja at Xperi, she wrote that instead of 
removing AM radio services from EVs, automakers should 
control EMI emissions and offer the “superior consumer au-
dio experience” afforded by AM all-digital HD Radio tech-
nology. 

This is an issue about which we are likely to hear much 
more. What is your take? We invite industry-oriented com-
mentaries and responses. Send to Radio World. 

(Article courtesy of RadioWorld.com website)  

The Lights of Edmonton 

We are fortunate to have another original story written by 
Scott, N7NET 

"The 16V71 Detroit engine has stopped running and it won't 
restart,” says Clyde, one of the two, full time maintenance 
men who will stay on site throughout the winter.  

Without it the entire project is doomed. A thousand ques-
tions cross my mind. Is anyone still here who can help? 
Alan, the diesel tech, is my logical choice, but he's already 
gone, headed back to Georgia. So the responsibility falls on 
me and I'm an electrical engineer. What do I know about 
internal combustion engines, other than what I gleaned 
while helping rebuild my brother’s hot rod back in the Dark 
Ages. 

“Okay, I’ll check into it,” I assure Clyde. I head for the Day 
Room for coffee while I sort through the options. 

Returning to the Northwest Territories was not on my 
bucket list. But each time I declined the company's request 
they sweetened the deal. They never got around to saying 
do it or else, but they were close. 

I was dragging my feet because of my Dew Line experience 
during the Cold War. It was a bear. Wind chill. Isolation. Life 
was unreal. 

*** 

The morning of my departure from Dew Line I scrambled 
out of the hut. My ticket home was an air force KC-135 and 
it was on the ground. Waiting. The temperature had fallen 
to minus 58F. In the vapor lights freezing fog was falling 
from the black sky like snow. Once aboard the tanker, I held 
my breath until I felt the aircraft shudder when the gears 
retracted. That was 

when I swore that a herd of wild buffalo could not drag me 
back to the Northwest Territories. Ever. 

That was then. 

*** 

They’d insisted that I should fly commercial as far as possi-
ble and then hire a bush pilot for the last leg of my journey. 
Ignoring their objections, I rent a black Jeep in Seattle. I'm 
taking stuff - a HF mobile radio station, a satellite phone, 
delicate test equipment that will be difficult to recalibrate, 
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and some nice clothes for a September date with Gail, who 
will fly from Los Angeles to meet me in Edmonton, Alberta. 
Last year we met in Denver and then we went to Tokyo for 
three weeks. The year before we visited Rome. This year 
is still undecided. 

Gail has her general class amateur radio license. Sched-
ules are difficult in the northland, so we meet on the Mari-
time Net and then QSO every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday when conditions are favorable. 

Today, however, winter has arrived and I'm stuck with this 
broken diesel. A few years back I had helped a friend start 
his Chevy diesel. We found a bad glow plug relay. Maybe 
this job would be that simple? 

After throwing down the last swallow of coffee, it's time to 
get this two-ton monster running. I didn’t know if it has glow 
plugs. Probably not, but that would be a place to start. For-
tunately, someone had the presence of mind to put a 16V71 
shop manual in the company library. 

Eventually, I locate a fuel cutoff relay. Jumping it brings the 
big engine to life. That would have been a simple solution, 
had there been a relay in our parts inventory. A call to my 
home office starts one coming to some drop off point. A 
bush plane will deliver it tomorrow. 

At last, one day past my scheduled departure, the relay is 
installed and the engine is running. 

I try calling Gail to tell her I'll be late, but there's been a solar 
flare or something. The satellite phone won't connect. Snow 
is falling. Fortunately, I had purchased three sets of tire 
chains in Seattle, a set for each axle, plus an extra set. 
Things happen. 

Pressed for time, I don’t chain up, hoping to maintain a 
faster pace. The miles slip by and I grow overly confident. 
In the failing light the Jeep fishtails, and then slides into a 
shallow ditch.  

Wrestling with chains is never easy. The half-light com-
bined with a wind-chill factor that must be off the scale 
makes an extremely difficult job even more so. 

A movement catches my eye. It's a large dog. Someone 
lives close by? Relief pours over me. I climb onto the hood 
of my jeep and then the roof, hoping to see the house. But 
all I see are more dogs. Five of them. Then I realize these 
are not dogs. These are wolves. 

Drawing on my Dew Line experience, I light two flares. The 
glare and sputtering sounds keep them at bay while I finish 
with the chains. At last, exhausted and chilled to the bone I 
walk the Jeep out of the ditch and press on, leaving the 
flares in my wake. 

Toward morning my fuel is low. Fearing the presence of 
more wolves, I shove a CD with hard rock into the player 
and then spin the gain to maximum. With both doors open 

and the noise blasting into the winter darkness, I transfer 
gasoline from my two Jerry cans. 

Already late and bushed, I climb back into my Jeep, switch 
off the player, and lay my head back and close my eyes. I 
need only a moment. The satellite phone awakens me. I 
have no idea how long I've slept. It's dark. I wonder if I've 
slept around the clock? 

"Where are you?" Gail asks, her voice shrill. 

"I'm not sure." I reply, glancing at the odometer. "I'm prob-
ably two hours out. Maybe more. Conditions have been ex-
treme. I'm traveling slow. Have you been thinking about 
where we should go?" 

"How could I, when I've been worrying about you? You're a 
day late, you know. I've been trying to call, but the phone 
wouldn't work until now." 

"Same here. It's most likely caused by a solar flare.  

"Whatever the cause, I'm glad to hear your voice. Please 
be careful. I'm in room 106 in a motel at the airport. It's not 
a Motel 6, but I'll leave the light on." 

Disconnecting, I resume my journey, wishing I hadn't 
stopped to sleep. Another hour passes. Then I see lights on 
the horizon. They are the lights of Edmonton. I'm certain of 
it. 

I reach for the cell phone. 

(Contributed by Steve Phillips K6JT)  
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K5SRT/R Unlimited Rover Team 2021 Unlim-
ited Winner 

K5SRT/R Unlimited Rover Team (K3NT-Bob, K5SRT-
Ross, and KG9DUK-Alex) received our ARRL June 2021 
VHF contest award last month right before this year’s June 
2022 VHF contest start. In 2021 K5SRT Rover traveled in 
Nebraska, Kansas, and Oklahoma in a 2016 Ford Expedi-
tion. 
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New Collins Building Access Restrictions 
Per Security, all "non-essential" access to Collins Aer-
ospace facilities (including employee recreation activi-
ties) is shut-down until the Covid-19 pandemic is re-
solved.  Anyone needing access to the Club Station 
must submit an email request to Security with an ex-
planation of who, when and why access is needed, and 
the Security team will review, and if approved, the per-
son will only be allowed access via the North Gate.  For 
contact information, send an email to kr5n@arrl.net 
asking for Security contact information. 

************************************************************* 
FYI—Until further notice, masks are now required in-
side all Collins buildings. Also, a temperature check is 
required before entering the property. During busy 
hours there is a manned tent near the north gate where 
the temperature check is performed. During off hours, 
there is a place at the north gate for a self-check. 

 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Daily DFW Early Traffic Net (NTS) at 6:30pm 146.88 – 
PL 110.9Hz 

Daily DFW Late Traffic Net (NTS) at 10:30pm 146.72 – 

PL 110.9Hz 

Daily Texas CW Traffic Net at 7:00pm on 3541 KHz and 
at 10pm on 3541 KHz www.k6jt.com 

Tuesdays Collins ARC Drive Home Net. 441.875 (+5) MHz, 

PL=131.8 Hz, 5:30-6:00pm (no net 4th Tuesday.) 

1st Wednes-
day 

Richardson Emergency Siren Test. At noon using 
the Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) repeater at 
147.120 MHz. 

2nd 
Wednesday 

ARES North Texas HF Net Every month—3860 
KHz at 8:30 pm—9:30pm 

AUGUST 

6-7 222 MHz and Up Distance Contest. Work as 
many stations as possible on the 222 MHz 
through 241 GHz bands using any allowable 
mode.  Begins at 1800 UTC Saturday and ends 
at 1759 UTC Sunday. Details at 
http://www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-up-distance-
contest 

20-21 10 GHz & Up – Round 1. The objective of 10 
GHz and Up is for North American amateurs work 
as many amateur stations in as many different lo-
cations as possible in North America on bands 
from 10-GHz through Light. Amateurs are en-
couraged to operate from more than one location 
during this event. See the detailed rules for re-
strictions. Operations may take place for 24 
hours total beginning at 6:00 AM local Saturday 
though 12:00 midnight local Sunday. Details at 
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up. 

SEPTEMBER 

10-12 September VHF. Objective: amateurs in the US 
and Canada (and their possessions) to work as 
many amateur stations in as many different 2 de-
grees x 1 degree grid squares as possible using 
authorized frequencies above 50 MHz. Stations 
outside the US & Canada (and their possessions) 
may only work stations in the US (and its posses-
sions) and Canada. Begins 1800 UTC Saturday 
and runs through 0259 UTC Monday. Details at 
http://www.arrl.org/september-vhf. 

17-18 10 GHz & Up – Round 2. The objective is for 
North American amateurs work as many amateur 
stations in as many different locations as possible 
in North America on bands from 10-GHz through 
Light. Amateurs are encouraged to operate from 
more than one location during this event. Details 
at http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up. 

  

mailto:kr5n@arrl.net
http://www.k6jt.com/
http://www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-up-distance-contest
http://www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-up-distance-contest
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
http://www.arrl.org/september-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
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PO Box 830766 

Richardson, TX 75083-0766 
 

 

 
 

 

TO: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB STATION 

(972) 705-1349 

N5CXX    REPEATER 

441.875 MHz   +5 MHz Input 
131.8 Hz PL - RX and TX 

N5CXX-1  PACKET BBS  COL Node 

145.05 MHz 

N5CXX-N1, NRCXX-N2 & N5CXX-N3 HSMM-
MESHNET Nodes 2.4 GHz 

 

Membership Meeting 

Tuesday 26 July 2022 5:30 PM 

THE JULY MEETING WILL BE AT 

Poor Richards Café Plano TX 

NEXT SIGNALS INPUTS DEADLINE: 
➔➔➔  12 August 2022   

 

 


